Draft Meadow Report – for Feb27 Parish Council Meeting

Gate to Meadow
(i) [bookmark: _GoBack]Gate does not need to be moved.
(ii) Access to Right of Way must be at least 2 metres from edge of highway. Access is over 3 metres from edge.
(iii) Normally the gate should be 5 metres from the edge of the highway to allow vehicles entering through the gate to clear the highway before opening the gate. Approval was given by Paul Valek, KCC Highways District Manager, for the gate to be positioned as is.

Memorial Trees
(i) Currently 26 trees, number 1-12, 14-27.
(ii) In 2013, all families contacted in writing and asked if they wanted to maintain the trees themselves, or wanted the trees to be maintained by Parish Council. The communication stated that a ‘no response’ would be taken as an indication that the family wanted the Parish Council to maintain their tree. 19 responses received, only 2 families indicated that they wanted to maintain their tree.
(iii) RECOMMENDATION – Parish Council budgets to maintain all trees - £450 per annum.
(iv) RECOMMENDATION – contact the two families who indicated that they wanted to maintain their trees that their position remains the same.
(v) Trees #1 and #9 need to be examined as a result of the storms – the roots seem loose.

Issue with Tree #4
(i) RECOMMENDATION - the family who planted the replacement tree were given permission by the Parish Council to plant the tree and should not be asked to remove it.
(ii) RECOMMENDATION – contact the family originally linked with tree #4, explain situation (including the fact that the original tree died) and discuss/agree acceptable solution.

Trees adjacent to Foads Lane between Village Hall and Cliffsend Road
(i) Met with TDC. Agreed they will address issue of ivy, will cut back verge on Foads Lane and will cut back trees inside the play area near the Zip Wire.
(ii) Discussed the possibility of having volunteers work on general ‘tidy up’ of the area e.g. removal of brambles. TDC will have to give formal permission under Volunteer Scheme to mitigate liability issues.

Liability
(i) Do we need liability insurance for damage/injury caused by trees that we are responsible for? 
(ii) Do we need to provide warning signs for Hogweed? Have we had to treat for Hogweed in the past? If so, what treatment did we apply?

1-3 year Development Plan for the Meadow
(i) RECOMMENDATION - rename ‘Meadow Group’ e.g. ‘Environment Group’.
(ii) RECOMMENDATION – look at ways of introducing Community initiatives.
(iii) RECOMMENDATION – start to look at ways of developing the meadow, with a view to engaging / involving the community (young and not-so-young) to raise awareness of environmental and climate issues, to change the ‘look and feel’ of the meadow (and possibly other areas in the village) e.g. different types + length of grass, seeding of wild flowers, sculpted paths around and through the meadow, orchard, vegetable plot – think about what is possible – possibly work with schools, special interest groups/organisations?
